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SAFE WORK OCTOBER

October is National Safe Work Month. Master Builders director Michael 
McLean explains the significance of safety to the building industry.

THE QUESTION

I would like to ask your advice regarding the location of my neighbour’s 
toilet/bathroom exhaust fan, windows and air-conditioning unit. 
My neighbour just finished his house extension and I now have two 
windows with obscured glass, a toilet/bathroom exhaust fan and an 
air-conditioning unit just opposite my bedroom window. Not only are 
these causing a lot of noise, there is also the odour from the fan, so I 
feel uncomfortable and unhappy to open my window to allow the fresh 
air in at night time. Their windows are double hung and can slide up 
and down, so I feel they are looking into my property and affecting my 
privacy. The side setback from the houses to the boundary is 1000mm 
each. Could you please advise what I should do in this situation?

THE ANSWER
There are a couple of issues you raise here, and 
it suggests there is not a lot that can be done 
as it sounds like the building is suitably setback 
and meets planning and building requirements. 

Where obscure glass has been installed, it is 
either a bathroom or wet area or included to 
afford privacy to neighbours if the room is a 
habitable space. Where a development does 
not meet the criteria of the residential design 
codes when determining the application, 
the council considers the compliance of the 
development with the applicable building, 
planning and health requirements. At times, 
the application may require comments from 
the adjoining neighbour; however, consultation 
is not always sought where other factors have 
determined the development as acceptable. 

Air-conditioning units do not require any 

approvals but must still meet noise regulations. 
Noise is considered unreasonable if the 
allowable levels in the regulations are exceeded 
or if it is deemed by an authorised officer to 
interfere directly or indirectly with the health, 
welfare, convenience, or comfort of any person 
in any premises. Under the Act it is an offence 
to create unreasonable noise.

The city’s environmental health officers are 
authorised under the Act and play a key role 
in managing environmental noise pollution 
issues.

Some sources of noise include stereo music, air-
conditioners, swimming pools and spa pumps, 
power tools (such as woodwork or metalwork 
machinery and drills) and security alarms.

Air-conditioning units do sound like jet engines 
at night when previously you enjoyed the 
silence, so you can have the level of noise 
assessed against the requirements of the 
regulations. In the meantime, including 
vegetation along the boundary will assist in 
buffering the noise, particularly where you 
have a metal dividing fence that does not assist 
acoustically with the noise. 

You should discuss this with your neighbour to 
see if there is scope for landscaping that would 
assist with this as they may not be aware of the 
impact their development is having on you.

The exhaust fan can also be reviewed by 
the environmental health officer at the local 
council; however, the location is deemed 
suitable given the distance provided between 
the wall and the boundary.

For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

Source: City of South Perth website.

EVERY year more than 250 Australians 
die as a result of work related injuries 
and over 135,000 are seriously injured. 

These statistics alone should remind 
all of us of the importance of safety at 
the workplace and taking appropriate 
precautions to reduce the risk of injury.

The Occupational Safety and Health Act, 
which has been in existence for 30 years, 
is the legislation that governs safety in 
Western Australia. 

The State Government is currently 
reviewing this legislation to update it in line 
with most other states by 2019. 

Consultations with industry groups such 
as Master Builders will ensure the new 
legislation is workable and reasonable.

Having a whole month dedicated to safety 
enables workplaces to really focus on safety 
and think about why safety and health are 
important to everyone.

Before anyone starts any form of 
construction work on a housing or building 
site, they are required to undertake a 4-5 
hour safety awareness training course. 

The best form of delivering this course 
is face to face, however online delivery has 
become more convenient and popular in 
recent times. The satisfactory completion 
of this introductory course will result in the 
attendees being issued with a white card. 

Although this white card only provides 
workers with a general awareness of what 
to look out for on building sites, it does 
provide information on important matters 
such as protective clothing and footwear, 
safety signage, working at heights, electrical 
power cords, manual handling, working 
around mobile plant and explosive power 
tools. Evacuation procedures, drug and 
alcohol testing, basic first aid, site amenities 
and reporting accidents are also covered in 
the training course. 

Master Builders provides this and other 
safety training to builders, subcontractors, 
apprentices, suppliers, office-based staff 
members and work experience students 
on a regular basis. We also provide site 
safety audits, safety management plans and 
have various safety awards to recognise 
those builders and individuals who have 
demonstrated an outstanding commitment 
to safety in their business. 

Builders and tradies undergo a lot of 
specialised safety training depending on 
their responsibilities on site. Some jobs 
require a special licence if they involve 
high-risk occupations such as riggers, 
scaffolders and crane drivers. 

Master Builders and the Industrial 
Foundation of Accident Prevention (IFAP) 
have formed an alliance to boost the 
range of safety services and training we 
can collectively provide to our respective 
members. 

Although builders are ultimately 
responsible for safety standards and 
practices on their housing sites, safety is 
everyone’s business. Regardless of how 
experienced you are, you should never 
become complacent or take short cuts when 
it comes to safety, especially on building 
sites. The consequences could be life-
changing and potentially fatal. 

With all the obligations attached to 
occupational health and safety, it is yet 
another reason not to risk being an owner 
builder. Check out the WorkSafe website 
(www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe) for 
more information about safety. Homeowners 
should be particularly wary if renovating 
older homes of the dangers of asbestos.

Contact Master Builders on 9476 9800 to 
find out about our range of safety training 
courses.

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building
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