
MASTER BUILDERS

WHO WILL BE AUSTRALIA’S 
BEST BUILDERS?
Th is year’s Master Builders National Excellence in Building and 
Construction Awards will be held in Adelaide on Saturday November 24. 
Master Builders director Michael McLean will be attending this prestigious 
function and reports on WA’s nominations in the housing categories for this 
year’s awards.

THE QUESTION

I have a ‘growing’ problem in my home. Mould is appearing in some 
typical and some odd spots. I understand it being in the bathroom, an 
obvious place, but also appearing in the bottom corner of the spare 
bedroom and the laundry. We do not have a dryer, so it is not because of 
this. What might be the cause and how to we fi x it?

THE ANSWER
In the last 15 years, we have been building 
homes with less air infi ltration to improve 
heat loss and gain for energy effi  ciency, but 
air quality must be maintained by opening 
windows and doors to circulate fresh air to all 
parts of the home to keep it, and its occupants, 
healthy. 

Mould spores are everywhere, but when you 
have visual indicators of mould in a home, 
you defi nitely have a problem as you have 
conditions that allow for unhealthy growth. 
This may be a localised or minor issue that 
can be easily remedied, or may need to be 
more complex. Start with a simple remedy of 
cleaning and see if it returns. 

Remove mould once it appears using mild 
detergent or vinegar diluted in water solution 
(four parts vinegar, one part water). Or for 
a more aggressive agent use diluted bleach 
solution. Ensure the surface is dried completely 
once cleaned. Note that soft furnishings or 
carpet should be professionally cleaned or 
replaced in case they are contaminated with 
mould.

The cause of mould should be investigated 
if it returns as it is not an isolated incident. Is 
it a lack of ventilation or a case of undersized 
exhaust fans? Do you have condensation on 
the windows? Does your roof have cracked 
tiles or need maintenance? Are your gutters 
cleaned periodically? 

Look at any causes of humidity including 
unfl ued gas heaters, indoor plants or 
humidifi ers. There may be leaking pipes or 

water entering the building envelope. Repair all 
water leaks and plumbing problems (e.g. burst 
water pipes, leaking roof or blocked gutters). 
Ventilate your home more often, be consistent 
with the use of exhaust fans installed in the 
kitchen and bathroom.

The low-level mould is defi nitely unusual, and 
likely caused by rising damp. This could be 
a construction issue, or the exposure of the 
external wall to high moisture. 

Rising damp is ground moisture rising up 
a brick wall. The construction should not 
facilitate this, so if this is the problem it must 
be rectifi ed. If you suspect you have rising 
or lateral damp, have a registered builder or 
competent building inspector to check the 
‘damp course’ and recommend ways to fi x the 
problem. Ensure the weep holes and air vents 
at the base of your home are not blocked or 
covered. Often we cover these as they are 
not aesthetically pleasing, but they provide 
an important function of ventilating the cavity 
that is necessary to prevent moisture breaching 
the cavity into the internal wall of your home.

High moisture content around buildings is 
generally not a good thing. Not only can it 
cause mould, corrosion and timber to rot, it 
also creates a perfect environment for termite 
activity, so being aware of and limiting your 
home to the eff ects of water and condensation 
keeps a home and its occupants healthy.

For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

WINNING a Master Builders Housing 
Excellence Award in WA is an 
extraordinary achievement. 

However, winning a national award for 
that same home or residential project is an 
even more exceptional achievement which 
doesn’t come along very often at all.

Each year, the best homes built in each 
state and territory are nominated for the 
Master Builders National Excellence in 
Building and Construction Awards. 

Judged solely on the quality of 
construction excellence, the judging of 
these awards is taken very seriously and 
requires a keen eye for detail.

The experienced judging panel, 
comprised of a combination of active and 
retired builders from each state and territory, 
determine who they consider to be award 
winners in each category. 

The quality of each of the entries is 
incredibly high, and the winner usually ends 
up being decided by a majority vote. 

Western Australia is always proud to 

participate in the national awards program 
as WA builders have done extremely well 
over the years. 

Spadaccini Homes from WA was last 
year’s National Residential Master Builder 
of the Year for a magnifi cent home built in 
Watermans Bay. 

Once again there are some outstanding 
homes and unit development projects 
entered this year, which is a credit to each of 
the builders involved.

We’re proud to introduce to you the 
residential projects submitted from WA 
for this year’s Master Builders National 
Excellence in Building and Construction 
Awards. 

Attendance at our national awards is 
open to anyone in addition to those builders 
nominated. 

We expect a strong contingent of WA’s 
best builders to travel to Adelaide for the 
Awards in November.

We wish each of our WA representatives 
the best of luck in these annual awards.
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National Award Category Nominated WA Builder
Residential Master Builder of the Year A. Di Bucci & Son
Commercial Master Builder of the Year Multiplex
Alterations/Additions –  under $200,000 One Design and Construct
Alterations/Additions –  $200,000 to $400,000 Exclusive Residence
Alterations/Additions –  $400,000 to $650,000 Arklen
Luxury Alterations/Additions –  $650,000 to $1m Modern Home Improvers
Luxury Alterations/Additions –  Over $1m Trendsetter Homes
Display Home – under $250,000 Celebration Homes
Display Home – $250,000 to $350,000 New Generation Homes
Display Home – $350,000 to $500,000 New Choice Homes
Display Home –$500,000 to $1.5m Palazzo Exclusive Homes
Project Home – under $350,000 New Choice Homes
Project Home – $350,000 to $500,000 Dorrington Homes
Project Home – $500,000 to $1m Capella Constructions
Luxury Project Home – $1m to $2m Contour Projects
Luxury Project Home – over $2m A. Di Bucci & Son
Medium Density – 2 to 5 Dwellings Weststyle
Medium Density – over 5 Dwellings Daly & Shaw Building 
High Rise Apartment Building Built
Historic Restoration or Renovation McCorkell Constructions
Lifestyle Housing for Seniors – Retirement 
Villages

BGC Construction

Lifestyle Housing for Seniors – Aged Care 
Facilities

BADGE

Specialist Contractor of the Year DENMAC
Environment and Energy Effi ciency Residential 
Building 

Nulook Homes in conjunction with 
Solar Dwellings and Step Beyond
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