
MASTER BUILDERS

AN INDUSTRY TO BE 
RECKONED WITH
The building and construction industry contributes more to our 
economy than most people realise. Master Builders director Michael 
McLean explains what this contribution equates to.

THE QUESTION
We love sitting at the front of our home and enjoying a good book or 
morning coffee, but the last two outdoor couches of ours have been 
stolen by careless thieves. What do you recommend to ensure this doesn’t 
happen and to safely secure our comfortable couches to the ground or 
exterior of the home, without damaging them?

THE ANSWER
It is terrible that you can no longer leave 
things unattended in the front yard. Bikes and 
scooters are understood to be an easy ‘grab and 
run’, but verandah or outdoor furniture is not 
considered a risky item to leave unattended. 
However, it is quite common! 

Firstly, take pictures of your outdoor areas 
so you have records for insurance claims 
just in case, but there are some preventative 
measures you can take to reduce the risk of 
theft.

Talk to your neighbours. The more people 
watching and reporting suspicious behaviour, 
the lesser the incidence of theft. There are 
a number of neighbourhood social media 
sites that report on things (good and bad) 
happening in the area.

People think a tall fence or wall at the front 
of their home is the answer to securing their 
home – making it seem inaccessible. 

It is definitely more difficult to access, but once 
the person is behind the wall, they are able to 
take their time to explore unlocked areas and 
plan theft or damage. 

Opt for visually permeable fencing that provides 

privacy, but also maintains surveillance for 
yourself and surrounding homes.

Security lighting is good investment, as it 
shines a spotlight on anything moving in your 
yard. This is a great deterrent, along with a 
growling or barking dog! 

If your preference is locking up the furniture, 
I would suggest using steel cable and locks. 
Not as visually obtrusive as using chains and it 
should not damage the furniture. Connecting a 
few pieces together will make it more difficult 
to steal. If you have single pieces of furniture, 
you would need to secure the cable to the 
wall or ground. Include a lockable box to store 
cushions if you use the furniture seasonally.

Alternatively, you can secure the furniture to 
metal plates bolted to the floor or wall. I would 
not suggest bolting directly to the furniture as 
it is not made of structural components. It is 
often hollow and would not provide additional 
security, only easier to damage when someone 
tries to move or take it!
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

WHATEVER statistics you look at, the 
building industry comprises some 
really big numbers. 

For example, the building industry 
generates $200 billion in revenue for the 
Australian economy each year.

Of the 1.1 million people employed in 
the industry, 360,000 are ‘mum and dad’ 
small building businesses that often work for 
builders as subcontractors. 

With about 10 per cent of our workforce 
employed in the building industry, we are 
the third largest industry in Australia, but the 
largest employer of full-time skilled workers 
like carpenters, electricians, plumbers, 
painters, bricklayers, plasterers, tilers and 
construction managers.

Over the last five years, our industry has 
contributed over 73,500 jobs to the Australian 
labour market; nearly one-third being in 
regional areas, but only 12 per cent of these 
being female and over one third being aged 45 
years or older.

Building homes for families drives the 
national economy, creates jobs, stimulates 
economic activity in other industries and 
creates more productive and liveable 
communities. In 2016/17, for example, our 
industry built 113,000 new homes (valued at 
$33.1 billion), 102,000 apartments (valued 
at $29.2 billion) in addition to $8.4 billion in 
home renovations, according to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics.

In WA, the total number of new homes and 
units/apartments built in 2017/18 is expected 
to be around 19,000, which is about 4000 less 
than our 10-year average.

To meet current projected demand, Master 
Builders Australia has estimated we will need 
an additional 300,000 employees, apprentices 
and specialist contractors over the next 
decade; and 50,000 new entrants each year 
over the next 10 years.

Although the building industry employs 

over 80,000 apprentices and trainees across 
Australia each year, the number of building 
apprentices in WA is more than 20 per cent 
lower than it was a few years ago. 

This has raised alarm bells with many in 
our industry who are concerned about skill 
shortages when the industry improves over 
the next two to three years.

This issue is currently being addressed 
by the Construction Training Fund and the 
Department of Training and Workforce 
Development.

Population growth plays a big role in 
determining the health and growth of the 
housing industry. WA’s population growth has 
fallen from over three per cent less than five 
years ago to less than one per cent last year. 

This helps to explain why less than 20,000 
homes were built last year compared to over 
31,000 only three years ago. With Victoria’s 
population now growing at over three per 
cent, which is faster than any other state at 
over 90,000 new residents per year, it helps 
explain why that state’s housing industry is 
battling to keep up with demand.

The consensus amongst home builders in 
WA is that our economy has bottomed and 
that we are now seeing the early signs of a 
modest recovery. 

Fortunately, the $10,000 First Home Owner 
Grant, stamp duty concessions, KeyStart 
finance, low interest rates, competitive house 
and land deals and the availability of good 
trades to complete new homes within shorter 
time periods all favour prospective home-
buyers.

The building industry is indeed a big 
industry which we should all recognise as 
building prosperity and improving living 
standards for all Australians. Master Builders 
is the professional industry association which 
has been proudly representing the interest of 
our industry in WA for the last 120 years.

STYLE

MAKE sure you leave the dreariness of 
winter outside and focus on making your 
home an inviting space layered with 

luxurious throws, pillows and stylish homewares 
that reflect the latest winter trends. 

Interior design specialist Nickolas Gurtler 
says surrounding yourself with different soft 
furnishings can alter the mood of a space and 
make a room feel cosy, warm or even sexy.

“Soft furnishings can make or break a space, 
and getting the right mix of fabrics, colours 
and textures takes time and a lot of careful 
planning,” he says.

“Soft textures are very cosy and can add 
another layer of interest in an interior.”

In winter it is also important to consider how 
lighting can change the overall feel of a room.

“Make sure you have lots of options to control 
the level of light in a space, from table and floor 
lamps to wall lighting and pendants,” Nickolas 
says.

“I’m not a big fan of downlights as they can 
blanket a space with too much light at times.”

The use of bold colours and strong patterns 
has become a popular design choice for those 
wanting to inject a bit of personality into their 

STYLING FOR THE 
COOLER MONTHS
When the weather gets cooler and the rain gets heavier, people often retreat 
indoors to escape the cold.

home, and this is something Nickolas believes 
will continue.

“I think there’s a move back towards 
maximalism that includes lots of patterns and 
tactile textures,” he says.

Expect to see plush tones and deep colours 
this winter that work to make a rich luxurious 
palette.

 “I’m obsessed with 70s inspired colours that 
feel heavy, like burgundy and olive green at the 
moment,” Nickolas says.

“We have seen these tones a lot in the last few 
years, which pair beautifully with black, white 
and brass. I’m also thrilled to say velvet seems 
to be here to stay.” 

Grey tones and winter seemingly go hand-
in-hand as they can be combined together in 
different ways to create a very layered look.

“Greys are always perfect for winter, 
particularly when paired with a geometric 
pattern,” Nickolas says.

“My last piece of advice is to invest in some 
good candles in winter; I always have one 
burning at home because they make the home 
feel cosy and relaxing.”

PENELOPE THOMAS
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