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MASTER BUILDERS

CONSTRUCTION AT ITS VERY BEST
Being judged by your peers as being the best in your field is the highest 
accolade you can receive which no-one can ever take away from you. Master 
Builders director Michael McLean reports on some of the best builders from 
this year’s Master Builders Bankwest Excellence in Construction Awards 
held at the Perth Convention & Exhibition Centre last night.

THE QUESTION

We’ve recently built a new house and are looking to paint the interior 
walls before we move in, but have heard conflicting things from different 
sources – some people have said we can paint right away but others have 
said we should wait six months to a year due to moisture in the walls 
and cracking. I don’t like the idea of living in a home with no paint on 
the walls, but I don’t want to do the wrong thing either. What would you 
suggest?

THE ANSWER

It is very tempting to do the painting yourself, as 
it is portrayed by DIY publications and renovation 
shows as the quick refresher for a space and 
something that you can easily do yourself. My 
very first suggestion is to employ the services of a 
registered painting services contractor. 

It is not as expensive as you may think, and 
they can assess the walls for moisture content 
and apply suitable sealers and prepare walls 
correctly for paint that will last. In WA, painters 
are registered, so you must check the person 
providing the quote (as it will be over the $1000 
limit for work by unregistered service providers) 
has a registration number. 

Although a local paint supplier can provide 
painting advice, it cannot replace the knowledge 
and experience of a tradesperson.

If you would like to tackle the job yourself, then 
try the following:

• Be patient. 

• Lower your expectations of the end result. 

• Keep the colours neutral. 

You will need to know how much paint you will 
need. Use your house plans to work out the 
area of the walls so you can order the paint in 
one go, rather than doing multiple trips. Satin 
is probably the best choice, as it does help with 
hiding imperfections of the walls, and scuffs and 
dirt can be cleaned easily. You may need to look at 

a higher gloss for wet areas to combat moisture. 
Ask your supplier for a ‘best request’ suggestion 
for your home and spaces.

Preparation is paramount. Work with plenty of 
light so you can see the walls and what you are 
doing. Light from different angles can reveal 
some secrets that poor lighting hides well. Patch 
cracks and imperfections in the wall and sand the 
walls. Wash the walls with sugar soap and allow 
to suitably dry. Invest in good masking/painters 
tape to go around door and window frames (and 
anything else you would like to keep free of paint, 
like skirting). 

As it will be the first time you paint the wall, you 
will need to use a primer to seal the walls and give 
a base for the paint.

Invest in good-quality drop sheets. Paint will spill, 
drip, fleck and everything in-between – it doesn’t 
matter how careful you promise you will be. Using 
quality drop sheets means there shouldn’t be any 
paint that has seeped through and damaged the 
floors underneath when you lift them.

When you finally get the chance to dip the brush 
or roller into the paint, make sure they are good 
quality – this means they are less likely to lose 
bristles on the walls and to give an even finish. 

For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

EACH year the Master Builders 
Association invites builders and 
specialist contractors to nominate their 

best projects across a diverse range of 
categories. 

These categories relate to different 
types of buildings such as multi-unit 
developments, historic restorations, retail, 
education, health, office, public use or aged 
care.

To provide a fairer comparison of each 
of these different types of buildings, we 
also distinguish each category according 
to contractual value. This ensures we don’t 
have a $900 million project competing 
against its $5 million counterpart.

This year we attracted a record number 
of over 100 entries, which challenged our 
seven-person judging panel over a four 
week period.

In summary, the judging criteria focuses 
on:

• quality of construction.

• project and site management skills.
• value for money.
• innovative construction techniques.
Congratulations to Multiplex in winning 

the Bankwest Best Project award for Optus 
Stadium and Stadium Park. This iconic 
construction project was a stand-out and 
thoroughly deserved all of the superlatives 
from our judges. Anyone who has been to 
this stadium would agree it is a magnificent 
building in every respect.

Doric Contractors won the Best Regional 
Project category for the Red Earth Arts 
Precinct in Karratha, sponsored by MBA 
Insurance Services, against entries from 
four other regions.

In one of the most competitive fields, 
DENMAC was adjudged Sub-Contractor 
of the Year, sponsored by Cbus Super, for 
its work on the Bannister Downs Dairy 
Creamery.

Some of the other winners  
included: 

PRODUCT/SERVICE WINNER

Best Renovation under $1.5m Cassari Group for Brine House Extension, Wembley 
Downs

Multi-Units ($10m-$20m) M/Construction for M/24 by Match, Leederville

Multi-Units ($20m-$50m) Built for Latitude at Leighton, North Fremantle

Multi-Units ($50m-$100m) Probuild Constructions for Stirling Cross Apartments, 
Innaloo

Historic Renovation under $1.5m Colgan Industries for Martin Kelly Centre, Wembley

Historic Renovation $1.5m-$5m McCorkell Constructions for the Fremantle Town Hall

Office Building $10m-$20m Pindan Constructions for Wanneroo Civic Centre

Office Building $20m-$50m Perkins Builders for Summit Headquarters, Myaree

Public Use Building $1.5m-$5m PACT Construction for Cadogan Song School, Perth

Seniors/Aged Care $5m-$10m McCorkell Constructions for Ocean Gardens Palm 
Court Apartments, City Beach

Seniors/Aged Care $10m-$20m PS Structures for Bethanie on the Park, Menora

Seniors/Aged Care $20m-$50m BGC Construction for St Ives, Carine

Civil Engineering Works Laing O’Rourke for Perth Stadium railway station

Congratulations to all builders who 
entered these prestigious awards in 
showcasing what our industry is capable 
of building for the betterment of the WA 
economy and our community. A list of 
all winning builders can be accessed via  
www.mbawa.com

Many of these builders will now be 
competing in the Master Builders National 
Housing and Construction Awards in 
Adelaide on Saturday November 24. We 
wish them every success.
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