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THE HOUSING INDUSTRY 
IS INNOVATIVE
Innovation is generally regarded as a catalyst for change. Master 
Builders director Michael McLean reports on some of the innovations 
that have occurred in the housing industry over the last three decades.

THE QUESTION

We live in a large heritage cottage and have received initial advice that 
we can use three bedrooms for bed and breakfast accommodation. Th e 
council have said we may also need building approval, but we are not 
undertaking any building work, only painting and general tidying up. 
We already have smoke alarms installed also.

THE ANSWER
A home with a new bed and breakfast 
accommodation use requires both building 
and planning approval from the council. Initial 
discussions with the council regarding the 
proposal have restricted you to a maximum 
of three bedrooms for this use. This limits the 
impact on adjoining neighbours (however, this 
is only preliminary advice; you may need to 
consult with adjoining land-owners as part of 
the formal application process).

For building, the use of part of your home to 
host guests requires an Occupancy Permit. 
This is because under the Building Code of 
Australia, a house is a Class 1a and a boarding 
house or short-term holiday accommodation 
of unrelated persons is a Class 1b. A Class 1b 
dwelling cannot exceed 300sqm, so hopefully 
your home is not too big.

Although your home has smoke alarms 
installed, recently the minimum requirements 
for smoke alarms in residential buildings has 
changed – smoke alarms are now required to 
be interconnected – meaning that if one alarm 
is activated, all alarms installed sound.

Smoke alarms for a home need to be hard-
wired and located on each storey of the 
building between living and sleeping areas. For  
Class 1b (bed and breakfast), the requirements 

are slightly diff erent.

Smoke alarms are required in each bedroom, 
in each corridor or area between the 
bedrooms and remainder of the building, 
on each storey and a system of lighting is 
required to assist the evacuation of occupants 
in the evening of a fi re. The lighting must be 
activated by the smoke alarms installed.

Because there are less than four rooms 
earmarked for use as bed and breakfast, you 
are not required to provide access for people 
with disabilities under the Access Standards; 
however, it would be recommended you 
consider making your building access-friendly 
with smooth access ways, comfortable door 
widths and facilities.

In order to undertake this work, you will need 
a Building Permit and a Certifi cate of Building 
Compliance to accompany the application 
for the Occupancy Permit. You will need a 
registered building surveying contractor. 
Details of contractors are available on the 
Building Commission website:
www.buildingcommission.wa.gov.au.

For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

HAVING been involved in the building 
industry for over 30 years, the one 
thing that is constant is change. The 

housing industry in particular is renowned 
for innovative ideas to achieve such 
objectives as making new homes more 
affordable, more comfortable, safer, quicker 
to build and so on. Some of these ideas have 
become the new “norm” whereas others 
never became popular or entrenched. Some 
innovative ideas continue to differentiate 
builders and suppliers of building products 
and services. These differences are 
often utilized as a value proposition and 
competitive advantage, rather than simply a 
price differential.

Some examples of how the housing 
industry has been innovative in bringing 
about change over the years include:
•  The popularity of Colorbond metal roofs

rather than clay or concrete tiles
•  The move away from timber picket

dividing fences
•  Modular and pre-fabricated housing and

components within homes
•  Much smaller lots of land to build on,

including more sub-divided lots and
battle axe blocks

•  More steel and timber framed houses
even though double brick homes still
dominate the WA market

•  The popularity of outdoor kitchens and
alfresco entertaining areas

• A huge increase in granny fl ats
•  The popularity of solar panels, battery

storage units and other energy saving
devices

•  Remote controlled heating and cooling
systems

•  Additional security screens and systems,
including remote monitoring, facial and
voice recognition

•  Synthetic grass and low maintenance
landscaping

•  Compact lifts in two and three-storey
liveable homes

• The advent of home theatre rooms
•  Car stacking garages to save space on

narrow lots
•  Floor heating below tiles or timber

boards
• Tilt up apartment complexes
•  Much greater choice of external fi nishes

and colour selections
•  Building Information Modelling (BIM)

designs
•  Tablet control docs that you can run your

entire home off, such as alarm, smart
wiring and air-con

•  Apps for almost anything including
lighting and alarm control/monitoring

•  Potable and non-potable storage water
systems

•  3D walkthroughs at the design stage of
your new home

• Pet-proof smart alarms
The list goes on. The point is that the
housing industry has evolved a lot over the
last three decades and will continue to do so
based on many factors.
These include the cost of land, the
popularity of apartment living, the cost of
living generally, income growth and the
development of new building products. The
challenge for all of us is to embrace new
technology and assess how it can help us
and not be fearful of it.

Then there is the prospect of disruptive 
technology such as 3D printing and the 
robotic bricklayer. Whichever way you look 
at it, homebuyers will have more things to 
choose from and more choices to make. 
Whatever you do, please take the time 
to choose your builder wisely as not all 
builders are the same.

To help builders become more aware 
of innovating change, Master Builders 
has teamed with four other industry 
associations to host three forums on May 11, 
June 15 and July 20. Details can be accessed 
via www.mbawa.com/event/future-built-
environment-opportunities-breakfast.
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